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Press Release
The Artist's Studio

The Artist's Studio, an exhibition which explores the ways artists have represented
their workplaces in Britain since the mid-17th cent ury, opens at the Sainsbury Centre
for Visual Arts, University of East Anglia (UEA), N  orwich, on Tuesday 9 February and
runs until Sunday 23 May. The exhibition features p  aintings by artists including Paul
Cézanne, Mark Gertler and Gwen John, and photograph s by Bruce Bernard, Gautier
Deblonde and Perry Ogden. Also on display will be s tudio furniture including an easel
from the studio of Joshua Reynolds and painting equ ipment belongingto JM W
Turner. The Artist’s Studio is a touring exhibition developed by Compton Verney :
Warwickshire.

“Since the late medieval period, the artist’'s studio has been seen as a potent space where
the artist is visibly engaged in the act of creation. The studio has possessed an aura of
glamour, of apartness from the outside world, as a place of magic” — Giles Waterfield,

independent curator.
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Beginning in 1640, the exhibition gives an insight into the studio as a site for artistic creation
and as a subject that has been long explored by artists. From places of display, theatricality
and practical production to spaces of personal expression and retreat, the studio is shown

not only as a creative space but as a rich source of information about the nature of the artist

and their work.

Artists’ paintings of their studios often revealed aspiration as well as reality. Those concerned
with their position in society could depict their studio to present themselves as learned or
respectable, or give a glimpse of a more bohemian, alternative existence. Works by George
Jamesone and Peter Tillemans show artists keen to position themselves in a grand studio
setting, filled with works of art and evidence of cultural wealth. The uses of the studio are
also explored through the exhibition: a studio could be not only be a workroom but a social
space and, before the days of commercial galleries, a display space for potential clients.
Other artists, such as Paul Cezanne and Octave Tassaert, have depicted the romanticised

figure of the artist suffering for his art in an impoverished garret.

Contemporary studios have changed with the demands of the artist and the exhibition
considers the variety of spaces now used. While many artists still use traditional studios,
others operate out of offices, on laptops, in converted factory buildings and on-site in art
galleries or public spaces. The contemporary studio is a popular subject for photography,
and the exhibition includes examples by photographers such as Bruce Bernard, Perry Ogden

and Gautier Deblonde of the studios of artists including Anthony Gormley and Paula Rego.

“It is wonderful to be showing The Artist’'s Studio, developed by Compton Verney, in the
context of the Sainsbury Centre. This fascinating exhibition brings together a body of
magnificent paintings, drawings, prints and photographs, and explores the practise of a wide
range of artists, a number of whom are represented the Sainsbury Centre’s permanent

collections” — Amanda Geitner, Head of Collections and Exhibitions at the Sainsbury Centre.
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The exhibition has been organised by Compton Verney, and curated by Giles Waterfield,

independent curator and writer, and Antonia Harrison, curator, Compton Verney. It is

accompanied by a fully illustrated book available from the Sainsbury Centre Gallery Shop.
[END]

Images and further information about ~ The Artist's Studio are available.

Notes to Editors
Dates, Times and Information

The Artist’s Studio runs from Tuesday 9 February to Sunday 23 May 2010. The exhibition will be open
Tuesday to Sunday (closed Monday), 10am to 5pm and until 8pm on Wednesdays. Tel 01603 593199
www.scva.ac.uk.

Combined Admission to The Artist’'s Studio and The Anderson Collection of Art Nouveau £4,
concessions £2
Family admission (up to 2 adults and 3 children) £8, concessions £8.

The Artist’s Studio runs concurrently with The Anderson Collection of Art Nouveau.

Artists with work in the exhibition include Pier Francesco Alberti, Francis Bacon, John Ballantyne,
Bruce Bernard, John Boyne, John Bratby, A D Brunton, Edward Burne-Jones, Samuel Butler,

Lallie Charles, Michael Clark, Richard Cockle Lucas, Sir William Coldstream, Edward Collier,
Cornelius Cort, David Cox, William Daniels, Gautier Deblonde, John de Medina, Malcolm Drummond,
Albrecht Durer, Catherine Engelhart, W P Frith, Mark Gertler, Andrew Graham, Andrew Grassie,
Francis Hayman, George Jamesone, Gwen John, Leroy de Maistre, J P Mayall, George Morland,
Rodrigo Moynihan, C R W Nevinson, Perry Ogden, William Orpen, Parmigianino, William Henry Pyne,
Eric Ravillious, Paula Rego, T M Rooke, D G Rossetti, Thomas Rowlandson, Enoch Seeman,
Thomas Shotter Boys, David Teniers the Younger, Frank Thurston, Peter Tillemans, J M W Turner,
Adriaen van Ostade, Rembrandt van Rijn, Euan Uglow, Enea Vico

Marketing and Press Sponsor
National Express

Other Information
George Sexton Associates have provided the lighting and exhibition design for The Artist’s Studio

The Sainsbury Centre is supported by the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and The
Gatsby Charitable Foundation
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