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The Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts is a public art 
museum at the University of East Anglia, Norwich. 
The Robert and Lisa Sainsbury Collection of world art 
is permanently on display at the Centre. The Collection 
includes objects from across the globe that span 5,000 
years of human creativity. Many of the objects derive from, 
and relate to, the rural heritage and are often made from 
natural materials. They represent people�s close 
relationships with nature and their understandings of local 
environment and countryside in different parts of the world.

Who We Are

‘We are bringing world 
culture and a global 
dimension to the rural areas 
of Norfolk and Suffolk’



Through our gallery tours, 
workshops and special projects 
with individuals and groups, the 
Sainsbury Centre�s Education and 
Research team has become 
skilled at � nding numerous new 
ways for using objects as a 
starting point for creative 
responses. Our work with people 
often ranges widely, looking at 
skills, identities, customs and 
beliefs, moving between interests 
and knowledge, between 
observation and art making and 
between the personal and the 
wider world.

What We Do

We would like to invite you to join 
us in a wider exploration of these 
culturally diverse themes as they 
relate speci� cally to the rural 
environments in East Anglia. For 
three years, we are taking a 
collection of world art objects on 
tour to schools and communities. 
We will consider our own regional 
countryside culture and heritage 
from a number of different points 
of view and make comparisons 
between distant places and our 
own, using the immediate impact 
of objects to start us thinking.

Join Us

From left to right:

Norfolk landscape, 
Photo: Andi Sapey

Papua New Guinea landscape,
Photo: Joshua Bell

Pupils handling a dance wand,
Photo: Andi Sapey



What is the objective?
Our objective is to encourage 
pupils, their families and 
communities to re� ect in new 
ways on their own cultural 
heritage, local environment and 
regional traditions. By studying 
and engaging directly with ritual 
and ceremonial objects from 
other cultures, they will at the 
same time be gaining greater 
global awareness. 

What issues will be addressed?
We will address:
�  cultural diversity and how 

identities are changing in the 
contemporary rural environment

�  ways to tell the world about its 
heritage and what it is really like 
in the contemporary countryside

�  how to express our feelings and 
responses to the environmental 
challenges the world is having 
to face.

About the Project

From left to right:

Young child in creative workshop

Ancestor / spirit mask, 
Papua New Guinea,
Paget Collection 40090



‘The word culture refers 
to pattens of human 
activity, often closely 
connected to peoples 
immediate environment.’

Is it relevant to me?
The project engages broadly with 
issues about beliefs, customs, 
attitudes and the environment 
and is relevant to everyone in 
the community.

Although centred on art, the 
project can be linked to many 
subjects including geography, RE, 
citizenship, languages, creative 
writing, music and history.

What activities are envisaged?
Core activity will be built around 
viewing and handling special 
collections of objects which relate 
to countryside cultures from East 
Anglia and different parts of the 
world such as New Guinea, Central 
America, Japan and Africa. 

The Sainsbury Centre team will 
offer object handling sessions and 
further creative activities tailored 
to the needs of each group such 
as art-making projects, story 
creation and music making. There 
will also be associated training for 
teachers and talks and workshops 
for communities. Each season the 
work produced will be celebrated 
and featured in events and displays 
and on a dedicated website.

From left to right:

Creative activity for young people,
Photo: Andi Sapey

Pupils working with objects

George Nuku teaching school children,
Photo: Andy Crouch



The project offers opportunities 
for adults, young people and 
pupils to make links between 
skills and personal development. 
You will be able to:
�  explore ideas around world art 

and sharpen your perspective 
on global issues

�  gain new skills in observation 
research, questioning and 
discussion

�  use your imagination and our 
resources to develop a greater 
understanding of the heritage of 
the countryside

�  develop a wider outlook and 
improve your understanding of 
relationships between peoples 
and cultures around the world.

What will this offer you?

We will be working across Norfolk 
and Suffolk, building networks 
centred on schools in villages and 
towns. We would like to work 
closely with each network in 
preparatory planning. The 
outreach team will then work in 
each school for two days. We 
would like volunteers to help us 
build the follow-up potential for 
each project, making links more 
widely with related organisations 
and interests and developing 
extended projects together.  
We will hold regular network 
meetings to plan these. 

What level of involvement 
will be expected?

We welcome expressions of 
interest from all schools and 
community groups. 

Thanks to a Heritage Lottery Fund 
grant, we are able to offer the 
project to schools, community 
groups and other partners at a 
small proportion of the real cost.

Please return the �Expression of 
interest� form at the back of this 
publication. We will discuss 
your individual programme 
requirements and contribution 
to costs with you once we receive 
your form.

For all enquiries please telephone 
Yasmin Keyani, Project Assistant, 
on  01603 593725 or email 
Y.Keyani@uea.ac.uk.

How do I get involved

‘Join us in thinking 
afresh about the 
countryside and identity 
in contemporary Britain’

Below from left to right:

Norfolk scene,
Photo: Andi Sapey

Papua New Guinea scene,
Photo: Joshua Bell



Right:

Pupil examining an ancestor / spirit mask,
Photo: Andi Sapey



What will happen after the visit?
The Sainsbury Centre team will be 
working with you on follow-up 
activities.  

There will also be potential for any 
group to visit the Sainsbury 
Centre as part of their follow-up 
work, where they will be able to 
see many more world art objects, 
meet guides, artists and other 
professionals, and be engaged in 
further activities in the Education 
Studio.

Group visits must be booked in 
advance. For more information 
and costs email 
becca.smith@uea.ac.uk 
or call 01603 593936.

What are the research aspects?
We are attempting to understand 
from young people, their teachers, 
families and communities what the 
�culture of the countryside� means 
and how we see our changing 
local rural heritage at the beginning 
of the 21st century, through 
in� uxes of new ideas, new people 
and a changing environment. 
The Education & Research team 
will be collecting data before, 
during and after each stage of 
involvement. The information will 
be included in a detailed and 
comprehensive � nal report. 

The Wider Context

‘We believe world art 
can bring greater 
multi-cultural awareness 
to East Anglia.’

From left to right:

Creative activity for adults,
Photo: Andi Sapey

Pupil handling a suspension hook



From left to right:

Ancestor / spirit � gure,
Papua New Guinea,
Paget Collection 40057

Dance Wand (detail),
Papua New Guinea,
Paget Collection 40023

Both photos: Andi Sapey



Expression of interest
If you would like to be one of the schools/
organisations/community groups involved in 
Culture of the Countryside, please return this form 
straightaway to indicate your interest. You are not 
committing yourself to anything at this stage but 
you will be added to our already growing list of 
people interested. As soon as possible we will 
follow up your enquiry.

Region that you work in:

Lead contact name:

School/organisation: 

School/organisation address: 

Tel:

Email: 

Participants:

 Children      Young People      Adults

Numbers you would like to involve: 

When you could start (number your preferences 
and cross out any you can not do):

 September 2008  January 2009 
 April 2009   September 2009 
 January 2010

Have you visited the Sainsbury Centre before?

 Yes   no 

Were you involved in the Sainsbury Centre 
On Tour project?

 Yes   no

Is your school / organisation a member of the 
Sainsbury Centre Friends?

 Yes   no

What other arts organisations have you worked 
with recently, if any?

How would you describe the countryside in 
your area? (eg. predominantly fen, river, forest, 
� elds, village, etc)

Do you have any observations to help us to think 
about the �culture of the countryside� in your area?

How would this project � t into your plans?

How would your school/organisation bene� t 
from being involved in this project?

Are there any other people or organisations 
you would like to connect with via Culture of 
the Countryside or who you think might like 
to be involved?

Is there anything else you would like us 
to know about?

Please return the completed form to:
Yasmin Keyani, Project Assistant, Culture of the Countryside Project Offi ce
Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts, University of East Anglia, Norwich NR4 7TJ

For all enquiries please telephone Yasmin Keyani on  
01603 593725 or email Y.Keyani@uea.ac.uk.



‘If you don’t know where 
you are, you don’t know 
who you are’
Professor Tom Burke, CBE

Below:

Pupils looking at where 
objects come from,
Photo: Andi Sapey



Cover image:

Ancestor / spirit fi gure,
Papua New Guinea,
Paget Collection 40057,
Photo: Andi Sapey
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Join our mailing list to keep in touch with 
news and events. Email scva@uea.ac.uk 
or telephone 01603 593199.

Culture of the Countryside is a 
Heritage Lottery Funded project

The Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts is supported by

The Sainsbury Centre is working in partnership with

This prospectus is supported by

© the Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts, 2008

A large print version of this 
information is available on request.

Join our mailing list to keep in touch with 
news and events. Email scva@uea.ac.uk 
or telephone 01603 593199.
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