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Press Release

Pacific Encounters launches the   

Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts

Foster and Partners’ iconic first public building, the Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts at the University of East Anglia, Norwich, re-opens on Sunday, May 21 following a 21-month refurbishment and building project.

“The Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts was a formative project for me in all sorts of ways – personally and professionally. Revisiting it – ‘reinventing’ it to some degree – more than thirty years later has been an exciting privilege.” – Lord Foster.

The launch exhibition is Pacific Encounters: Art and Divinity in Polynesia 1760–1860, the most comprehensive celebration of the arts of Polynesia ever mounted. It features many objects collected during the 18th-century voyages of Cook, Bligh and Vancouver, and others collected by the early missionaries.  
A wooden bowl, supported by two figures with shell eyes and teeth of cut boars’ tusks, is just one of 270 rare and extraordinary sculptures, ornaments, textiles and valuables in the exhibition. The bowl was presented to Captain Charles Clerke on board HMS Discovery by a chief from Kaua’i in the Hawaiian Islands on 23rd January 1778, during Cook’s final expedition. It was Clerke who took command of the expedition after Cook’s death in 1779. The bowl has been in the British Museum since 1780, donated by Joseph Banks.

The Sainsbury Centre has undergone major changes to enhance the visitor experience, including new exhibition areas, enlarged visitor reception and shop spaces, an education studio, a refurbished cafe and improved access for visitors with disabilities. There is also a wonderful new public link between the main building and the Crescent Wing extension (created in 1991). 

Opened in 1978, the Centre was built to house the Robert and Lisa Sainsbury Collection, which features modern European art by artists such as by Degas, Picasso, Bacon and Giacometti, alongside works from across the globe. It is one of the UK’s outstanding cultural venues.

Lord Foster explained: “The quality of the architecture is closely bound to the enlightenment and the driving force of Robert and Lisa Sainsbury. The building challenged preconceptions about museums. It was a gallery without walls in the conventional sense. It was also an early example of low-energy ‘green’ architecture.”

Commenting on the current project, Lord Foster said: “We have sought to create new connections between the different parts of the building, to improve amenities and to ensure that the Sainsbury Centre is equipped to meet the demands of a new century and a developing campus.” 

Sainsbury Centre Director Nichola Johnson added: "This project has been an example of really creative and productive collaboration between clients, designers and architects and I am in no doubt that it will further enhance public enjoyment of the Centre, which is already recognised as one of the UK’s foremost university museums. We are opening with a brilliant exhibition. Much of the material in Pacific Encounters has never been seen before in the UK. Our status as a university museum has given us the opportunity to create an international ground-breaking exhibition in Norwich, which combines serious academic research with fabulous eye-catching displays.”

 [END]

Notes to Editors

· Pacific Encounters runs from Sunday, May 21 to Sunday, August 13. 

The exhibition is open Tuesday to Sunday (closed Monday), 10am to 5pm and is also open until 8pm on Wednesdays. Admission is free, tel 01603 593199. www.scva.ac.uk.

Pacific Encounters is part of a research project, ‘Polynesian Visual Arts: meanings and histories in Pacific and European cultural contexts’, sponsored by the Arts and Humanities Research Council. The exhibition is a British Museum Partnership UK project. 
· British Museum Press is publishing a fully illustrated book to coincide with the exhibition, Pacific Encounters Art and Divinity in Polynesia 1760 – 1860, written by Dr. Steven Hooper, Director of the Research Unit for the Arts of Africa, Oceania and the America at UEA and the curator of the Exhibition. 
· All things Pacific

Pacific Encounters opens during a period of significant interest in art from this part of the world.
· Related exhibitions are planned at the British Museum and the Hayward Gallery
· Pasifika Styles, an exhibition of contemporary Maori and Pacific Island art from New Zealand, opens at the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge, on 5 May 2006
· Red Wave, an exhibition of contemporary paintings from Fiji, Solomon Islands and Tonga, opened at the October Gallery, London, on 11 May 2006
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